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of the number of the transmitters is inferred, if their re-
port has inspired knowledge, for this indicates that the
number was complete before God.

What is the Value  (hukm)   of the mutawatir?     The

majority agree that the mutawatir engenders positive knowl-
edge (yaqln) and that the person who denies this is a
profligate (saflh). Some said that the mutawatir is open
to doubt inasmuch as the report of each transmitter by itself
is liable to be false, but this is evidently nonsense and heresy,
since it would cast doubt upon the very existence of the
prophets and their miracles which we at present can learn
about only through reports.1 There is difference of opinion
as to whether the knowledge engendered by the mutawatir is
axiomatic (daruri} or merely inferential (istidlali, or
nadari}. According to al-Taftazani,2 axiomatic knowledge
is that which occurs in the mind through intuition and not
as a result of reflective thought (nadar). Inferential is its
opposite/

Those who claim that the mutawatir creates axiomatic
knowledge, support their view by the argument that, if it
were inferential, it would not engender knowledge in the
mind of children and the weak-minded, since the latter do
not possess the ability to make inferences.4 Their opponents
reply that the knowledge of the truth of a report, among
others, implies a knowledge of the normal impossibility of

* Kashf, p. 683.

* Tech, Diet., p. 8&2.

* Axiomatic has also a more general meaning, i. e.f the knowledge
which occurs in the mind independently of human will, such as a per-
son's knowledge of his pain and pleasure.   In this sense, axiomatic is
opposed to " acquisitiona!" (iktisdbi) which applies to the knowledge
that requires some initiative on the part of the knower, as, for ex-
ample, in the case of perceptual or intellectual knowledge.

4 Minhdjf vol. ii, p. 80.